Share the Passion

FIND YOUR t\ATCH

By Martha Toll

Objectives:
Introduce, practice, review or assessment of vocabulary,
Standards - 11,1.2,3.1 51

Level:
This activity can be modified to any level.

Materials:
Index cards (30),
Markers or coloring pencils

* Preparation:

Choose about fifteen vocabulary words or terms and write them on 15
index cards. On the other fifteen cards, you will put visuals of the
same vocabulary terms. T.e, drawings, clip art or pictures cut out of a
magazine,

Procedure:

.Randomly hand out the cards and tell the students to find their match,

Uses: :
This activity can be used as a transition activity or a bell ringer
activity as the students come in then room. It can be used to break up
a block period. This activity can also be used as pre and post
assessment by the length of time it takes the students to find their
match. -

Tip:
You might want tq laminate the cards to get longer use from them.
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“SHARE THE PASSION” ACTIVITY

WHAT IS IT?

Objective: fo have students accurately describe objects without naming them so
that their audience is able to identify them by name.

-Materials needed:

= Various objects that the students can ldentlfy in Spamsh (ex: pen, book, post
card, bottle, cup)
= A boxora bag to hoid the items

Method:

« Divide the class into 2 or 3 teams

» Explain that students will come up individually to pick an item from the box
without showing it to the class. Students may talk about size, color, shape,
use, normal location of the item, but they may not say what the item is.

» - Team members must guess the item to earn a point.

* You may want to set a time limit on the descrlptlons

1 find that this act:wty is an excellent way for students to pract!ce circumlocution.



Bill Doody

20 July 2008

Activity Idea
Opening Routine

~ {Spanish | or If)

As students enter the class, you could give each student a small piece of paper. Students have 5
minutes to quickly interview their neighborin the classroom. They should ask basic guestions (what did
you do after school yesterday, etc...) based on whatever [esson was covered the previous class.
Students may make notes on the paper in Spanish. When time is up, each pair of students comes to the
front of the room and describes what their paftner did. Students who can present without using their
notes get bonus points. This is a good way to review prior vocabulary and grammar, as well as
improving conversation skills. 1t also does not require much time. As students are presenting, any new
or confusing vocabulary should be added to the board. This allows for a quick transition to new
vocabulary and from there to the current day’s lesson. '



A Favorite Activity for Spanish Class Karen E. Rathgeber

| stand at the door and greet each student individually. Our greeting goes like this:

Student:

Me:

Student:

Hola. Buenos dias {buenas tardes), name.
Buenos dias, Maestra.
-éQué tal?

(A wide variety of answers.) ¢Y Ud.?

Muy bien, gracias. ¢Como se dice en espafiol ?

{pick from a vocab word from current unit of study)

Se dice . (Gives mé the word.)

Student then goes to sit at the group of desks displaying the particular word he/she was asked.

Students occupy themselves {while | cantinue greeting other students at the door} by copying the “Fact for
the Day” from the board. The fact can be cultural trivia, a current event, a grammar or vocabulary mini-
lesson, etc.

Most times the answer to the fact needs to be researched, so students use dictionaries or one of the
computers in the room to find the answer. The first student to find the answer writes it on the board for all
to see and record.

After every 15-20 facts, we have an open-notebook Fact for the Day quiz. This essentially tests the students’
responsibiltiy in keeping complete and accurate notes.

* This exercise helps me to make a personal connection with each student on a daily basis.

It also helps to reinforce greeting vocabulary and whatever other vocabulary we happen to be studying at a
given time.

It provides every student the opportunity to converse each day in Spanish.

The Fact for the Day provides students with interesting trivia and also keeps them productively occupied
while I am getting ready to begin class. 7 _

Additionally, it forces students to sit with a different group of peers each day, hopefully helping to forge new
friendships and helping students to learn to work cooperatively with a variety of individuals.
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After attendmg a workshop about usmg artlfacts in the classroom I was znspn'ed
. : I was gettmg ready to teach a umt dealmg with dlctatorships. There was only one -
problem I did not have any dlctatorshlp artifacts. I decided to create some “artlﬁczal
i artifacts” based on factual mformatlon There were five dlfferent arufacts amap |
i fshowmg past : and present dlctatorships (without 2 key), an “unfair” voting box, drawing
w copies ﬁ'om actual concentration camp, a fictional list of dead and detained md1v1duals
" and a censored letter. Students chose group by choosing seat when entering the room and
) each group was given an artifact that reflects the dictatorships in Latin America or Spain.
Each group was given some time with their group to try to decide what their artifact
meant. Each group presented to the class their artifact and what they thought it meant/
‘was used for. As a class, I explained the artifacts that were still unknown and introduced
the concept of dictatorships.

This was an awesome introduction activity to a very broad topic. It can obviously
be altered for almost any topic. Students enjoyed and were engaged. They loved
working in groups and this really kept them engaged and on task. They also really
enjoyed the Artifacts lesson because they got the opportunity to show their creativity and
there were no wrong answers. It was a great way to get students to use their higher order
thinking skills. They were interested to hear what the other groups had for their artifacts.
At the end of my forty minute class, students new five major concepts about
dictatorships. They knew where dictatorships occurred, the lack of democracy, the
human rights violations, secret police-government, and censorship. These are concepts

that became concrete and students remembered them throughout the entire unit.




BOOKMARKS

Inexpensive, Easy to make, Classy, Culturally appropirate, Keepsakes
Sturdy, Laminated, Colorful, Proverbs, Personalized by class and date!

Time magazine in their big report on the Millenial Generation noted that the cumrent
generation works better if praised frequently and rewarded with tangible items.
Companies find themselves buying T-shirts, hats, pens, flashdrives and the like to
give away at company functions or to place in mailboxes to keep the younger
generation engaged. Are your students similar?

| don't have the money to purchase enough items from Teacher’s Discovery.
Candy is on the blacklist. So, what is left that is a worthwhile gifi?

This idea actually costs me nothing because | am allowed to use the laminator at
school. Note below how | avoided all work o make these up!

Materials:

Color printer if possible. | ask to use the Library’s at my school once a year.
- A proverb you like in Spanish. | choose four 1o six for variety.

A pattem from Microsoft Word borders or artwork inserted info Powerpoint.
- Regular white typing/computer paper 81/2” by 11”.

How to:
v Set up a page on the computer in either Word or Powerpoint. Divide an 8 2"
x 11”7 page into 3 or 4 rectangles side by side filling up the page.
v" Insert borders and/or insert artwork in the borders.
v Insert text box. This is where your proverb or saying goes.
v Insert the school year, your name and school e-maill contact.
v" Print out in color.
v Cut apart and laminate.

Ideas:

v I have a student make up the bookmarks on the computer. The student e-
malls me the finished artwork and | delete the ones | don’t want or fix up the
ones | want.

v' Students or an aide cuis out the bookmarks. 100 bookmarks can be cut out
in 30 minutes.

v Aides laminate the bockmarks. it would take me 30 minutes to run 100.

v' Distribute for birthdays, Open House, or the last day of class.

Feedback:
“You are the only teacher who gives us anything.” “You made these for us, didn’t
- youl” “1 still have my bookmark, seel” “Would you sign my bookmark? | want to
keep it.” “Which one did he give you?” | have never found one in the trash!

robinfre ﬁsm’. /2 pe.us



SHARE THE PASSION!
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Mr. Fiore Stabilo
Spanish Teacher |
Interboro High School

SKITS

1 try to encourage my students to practice speaking. We know how difficult
this can be for our students, as we are trying to teach most of them a second
language. Furthermore, we ask them to speak in front of their peers. In my
case, I teach high school students who are very concerned about thelr image
and what their peers think of them.

~ 1have found that ﬂexibility b'ri'ngs out the best creativity of most of my -

~ students. I always give my students options on how they can do their
present their skit: partners, groups, video at home, props, efc.
(1 apologize that I was unable to bring some copies to view but I could not
get to my school in time.) :

The skit topic that seems to work the best is a restaurant scene:

1. You need a waiter and ‘x’ amount of customers. _

2. Youneed to set the table but each setting needs to be missing an item
that the customers will have to ask the waiter for. ‘

3. Ahead of time the group creates their own menus with prices that
correspond to the currency/prices of the country of where the
restaurant is located.

4. The waiter does his/her _]Ob. The customers engage in normal

- dialogue. (Food is optional)

5. The waiter brings them the bill which the customers have to ﬁgure out

WhO owes what. (Math connection)



i Puzzlte Manial

You will need some make-your-own puzzles or some posterboard or oaktag. Make-your-own puzzies
can be found in any educational supply catalogue.

1.

Preparing the puzzles: Dependinig on how many students you have, you will need one puzzle
for three or four students. On one side of each puzzle draw a picture, a flag, an animal or
something that relates to the unit being studied. At the bottom of the puzzie, write a question

" or sentence that the students will have to discuss upon completion of the puzzle. For example,

if the picture is of a rainforest, “name five animals that five in the rainforest,” or if the picture is
of a flag, “what are the shapes in this flag?”

On the reverse of each puzzle piece, write a symbol. Make sure each symbol is the same on
one puzzle; one symbol per puzzle. This is how the students will put themselves into groups.
You will need to connect a question to the symbol, so it should pertain to the picture on the
front and the unit of study. For example, if you are studying places, the picture might be a
desert and the symbol on the back might be a frog.

Note: The symbol needs to correspond to a question. When the students walk around the room
to find their puzzle partners, they have to ask a question. For example, “Who are you?” This
may be appropriate for a symbaol that is an animal. Or, “What color do you have?” Each piece of
one puzzle will be red.

Model the activity for your students. Each student wiil receive one, two or three puzzle pieces
depending on how many pieces your puzzle is comprised of and how many students in the
group. Explain to the students that the symbol is a secret and they can not show it to anyone or
they will not be allowed to participate in the activity. The students must remember their
symbol and hide it from other students. Students will walk around the room and ask the specific
question to their classmates. Once students have found the members in their group, they will
start to put together their puzzle. Stress the importance of all students partaking in the activity
of putting the puzzle together.

Once the puzzie is together, students should answer or discuss the question at the bottom of
the picture. The teacher should walk around and receive answers from each group.

*This activity takes quite a bit of time to prepare, but it is very engaging and communicative for
all students.

Katie Cloutman
katiecloutman@hotmail.com
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W The class will be divided into & Fassiﬁla qroups. Each qrovp represents A country or
ragim And fwlir{my. Thzfj wre Group #1 Sym'n, #£2 Mexico, #5 Puerto Rico, #4 Central
America, 15 Northern South America and #6 Sou thern South America.

e

TR Ench grovip should research the holiday traditions of that country- the days before
Christmas (Las Posadas), Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, TM'DM of the Three Tcmgs
(Epiphany), New Year's Eve and New YJenrs Dayj. |

Q0

Vs

e

TN These are just quidelines. You should, while researching, find wonderful examples
of holiday celebrations. There are so many interesting traditions in these countries that
are worthy of mention.

A
%l%\(.}mke eACh person rzs}wnsibla for one day of the season and what is done on that
day. Each person should provide visuals, food, examples, etc. for his part. T he group
must create A power point And handout for the class to fottow while listening to the
presentation. The handout can be a crossword or other activity to teach them about
your country.

e

<l

7R You should research this materinl at home and Im;ng notes to class the week. of

Dec. 10% when you will have some time in class each day to organize with your grovp.
3
I Then on December 17t | 0%, 21 pnd January Znd  we will have a celebration

with you all as the teachers. You will teach the class about each country and its
traditions. Replicate each tradition as mu ch as }aassifrle for the class. T} hisis in
Jinglisk, 50 40 ALl ourt.

e
I Be creative!!! This should be a Lot of fun (unless you are A scrooge).

Let me know how I can help with copies, etc. This is worth. 50 project points and yout
peers are eVALuating you, so make the most of it. This s the most wonderful time of the
year, no matter what your }eliafy are. Lets learn about others’ traditions and have

some fun. We will eat, drink and Be merry. '
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Share the Passion!

Las noticias del dia  Today’s headlines

Levels: 2, 3, 4, 5 of any target language

e This activity consists in reporting yesterday’s headlines in one
“specific country or city using the target language. Students may
~ choose the country or the city. That same day or the next day, the
- teacher needs to take his/her students to a computer lab to look for
" good resources. The students need to find a least three popular
newspapers. The teacher needs to be prepared with a list of websites
just in case some students have problems finding them.
e Once the students have a list of websites, the teacher needs to approve
them to make sure the chosen newspapers are good and popular.
e The teacher may start the activity the next day but then he/she needs
-to assign the homework. The homework would be to choose a
newspaper and print out a headline and get ready to report it to the
class the following day. |
o The first time students report the headline they may read it from the
. print out but they need to understand that after the first time they
won’t be able to do it. They have to use their own words.
e The first day this activity may take the whole class but the goal 1s to
. do it really quickly at the beginning of each class. Students don’t need
to report the news with details.
e Ifthe students don’t have a printer at home or if it isn’t working, they
may write it down on a piece of paper.
o Teachers may collect the papers if they want, but the idea is that
students would be graded on the speaking not the writing part of the
assignment. -




