-1 confess, | borrowed nearly all these ideas from other sources, probably through FLTeach
. (www.cortland.edu/ilieach)or The First Days of Schooll

1. Tic tic boum — Great for practicing verbs, especially if there are a lot of verbs with
various endings or different personsftenses of a single verb). Set a digital timer to one
minute, place in a “bracelet” size box, as from a department store, with lid. Students are
seated in horizontal rows (next to each other) with desks pushed together. Write subject
pronouns on board, drawing an arrow next to the one you want to practice for that one
minute round. The first student starts the timer, puts the lid on and waiches teacher, who
has index cards with the infinitive of all verbs in a stack. Student gives correct
conjugation and may then pass closed box to the next student, who gets a new verb.
The timer is passed in an “S" pattern from row to row, but the last person in the last row
has to run the timer back to the front of the room. The student who is in possession of
the timer is out when it rings, even if they have just given a correct answer. This keeps
the game moving very fast.

Winners in my classes get stamps, with five stamps equaling one test point at the end of the quarter or they
may “shop” with them for 25 sheets of notebook paper, pencils, erasers, folders, French bookmarks, stickers,
Mardi Gras babies, Mardi Gras fun foam beads or stickies, little goofy things from Oriental Trading like sticky
- hands, bouncy balls, squishy frogs, etc. | try to keep the cultural theme as much as possible, and add in
holiday things as appropriate. Students need to have a task to work on independently if they should be out.
Almost all kids would rather stay in the game than get their homework done early!

2. Index cards for student ID, bus number, address and parent phone, homeroom teacher, book number
{which is recorded eisewhere, tog, in case a card gets lost), seating when we go to the computer lab, grouping
students for-games and activities, and they also include something interesting about them that no one knows.
When we have a few minutes, | pult them and describe a person in French {or another student does), students
guess who it is. Each class’ cards are a different color so they can be located immediately (I got too tricky one
year and used double sided cards, -- they were one color on the front and another on the back. Ow.)

- On the back of the cards, students write their Quia.com and conjuguemos.com logins and passwords, so they

don't need to ask me. They also record them in their agenda on a sticker | prepare for them on the first day
their class meets. My students are A day or B day until 8" grade. There is also a grid of two rows of four boxes
(two for each of the four nine weeks) for incidental things, like dictionary check outs or anything else that
comes up.

3. My students REALLY ilove this onel! I’s freeware called The Mat (from harmonyholiow.net/teach) and it's a
sorting program with (an annoying) sound. Students can see their class’ names mixed up in a list and upon
clicking Stop, students agree that this is the most judicious way to arrange the order in which they present
(limiting the wails of ‘That’s not fair’). It can aiso be used when only one or a few students need to be chosen
for any purpose.

4. My parent email distribution lists, which have saved me countless times. | have the same students for four
years, and just need to make changes for returning students each year and a new list for fifth grade. On those
occasions when you need parent volunteers or need to distribute a lot of information in a short amount of time,
it is well worth the set up time. | send the slip out with the course objectives and it is an assugnment togeta

. parent signature and email address, if there is one.

5, Conjuguemos.com — Easy to set up, and a suggested $25 or $30 a year, it's a verb conjugating program
that records student's first, last, best or all scores, as you choose. Can be accomplished from home, too, and
grades are automatically recorded, which is a great timesaver.

Linda Twedt — South Fayette (Middle School French} School District, McDonald, PA 15057
twedt@souihfayetie.orgor Poitiers75@msn.com




Franki Sheatz

French, Exploratory ~ IV
Keystone High School
Knox, Pa.

1 bave my Exploratory 8" grade class set up with little if any writing. Students are
evaluated on how well they learn to understand and speak certain scenarios over a several
week class.

One of the very first things we work on is the four important questions necessary to
survive in class:

Puis-je aller aux toilettes?  (May I go to the bathroom?)

Puis-je aller boire? {May I get a drink?)

Puis-je aller a mon casier? (May [ go to my locker?)

Puis-je aller a I’infirmiére? (May 1 go to the nurse?)

Once we have pretty much mastered the questions, students may go nowhere without
asking en Francais. Because these are what I call “survival questions™, students learn
them quickly and fairly easily since they are necessary to “survive™ in French class.

All 8" graders must do Exploratory French, but of course it doesn’t mean they continue
after that. It always amazes me though, how many, students will come to me at
Graduation and let me know that they still know how to ask these questions, especially
those who did no more French.




Share the Passion—Works for Me
(Governor’s Institute 2008

- Class Participation: For many years I did not give students class participation grades
because I could not figure out a system that was fair, nor could I find one that didn’t
involve a lot of incredibly anal paper work. Ihave developed the following system over
the last 10 years. Class participation is worth approximately 10% of a student’s grade.

¢ Inmy opinion class participation is not just raising your hand in the air and
volunteering. It is being on task. Is the student doing what he/she is supposed to
be doing, when he/ she is supposed to be doing it? i.e.

If I am writing on the board, are they copying the notes or are they talking
to their neighbor?

If we are working in pairs/groups are they focused on the activity or are
they talking about Friday night’s football game?

Are they prepared for class? (book, notebook, writing utensil)
Is homework completed before class starts?

Are they on-time for class?

.1 1 try to catch them being good.
----- = e Ido not grade class participation every day. I reinforce this behavior randomly.
-« Everyone gets graded on the same thing that day. Some days I will check for
being on-task. Others for being prepared for class. Others for being on-time.
¢ Ikeep track on my seating charts. I create a new seating chart for each marking
period. Not everyone will have the same # of grades because not everyone will be
in class on a given day.

.*  Examples:
Student 12 25/25 = 100%
Student 2: 15/15=100%
- Student 3: 8/15 =53%

Student 1

555 0 53




Share the Passion
Maryann O’Connor
Holy Ghost Prep

French in Action: Level III

. In class we watch an episode of French in Action that is related to the topic that we are
covering in the textbook. One of my favorites is the episode where the Bellou family

lives and all the rooms in the apartment are shown along with the furnishings. The scene
takes place in Paris, not far from the Eiffel Tower. The students see the Tour
Montparnasse, the Tour Eiffel and many of the gardens in Paris. My students love to
watch movies. Afier we watch the movie, I distribute the transcript of the film. We read
it in class. Each student takes a different part. They seem to really like playing the
different roles of the Bellou family members. Half of the questions are assigned one
night (#1-15) the other half are assigned the next night (#16-30). We check the answers
in class the following day .It is important that the students check for both grammar and
spelling mistakes.

- I tell my kids that they are going to have a quiz on the episode. They need to study the
transcript and prepare the answers to the questions. On the day of the quiz, I re-play the
first ten minutes of the video. This gives them a summary of what took place, the rooms
they need to remember, and what each family member said. I then ask them to write a
summary of the film, putting the events in order. The obiect of the lesson is to help the
students to become more fluent in speaking the language and to help them to sequence
evenis without hesitation. They normally do very well at this type of exercise. It seems
easy for them and they are surprised at what they have accomplished. They want to do
this activity again. _




Liberata Kadende

Pottsgrove School District

Share the Passion

L’Alphabet par [es NOMS - aphabet by name

The Exploratory Foreign Language French students are invited to choose a French name from a provided list. The
students copy their chosen names on the board next to their numbers. When the list is completed the students are
invited to prohounce their names after the teacher's model. The pronunciation is followed by the spelling of the name in
French. As the activity goes on, the spelling becomes easier toward the end of the list. The students are therefore asked
to spell more than one name from the list. The activity continues with more French words to be spelled in order to
practice the letters that are less represented by the French names or those that seem difficult to pranounce. The names
are written on piece of paper and placed in a box, and the students pick randomly the name to be spelled. At the end of
the lesson, the students can spell any word using the French alphabet. As an assessment, the teacher gives the spelling
of the names, and the students write the name on the small white board. One student can play the role of the teacher
toward the end of the lesson.

As a summary the teacher and the students deduct the alphabet from the names, and produce an alphabet by

name.

A - Anette B - Beatrice
C- Celine ‘ D - Desiree
E - Etienne F - Frederique
G- Georges H - Henri

{ —lldefonse J —Jeremie
K- Kiki L—Leon

M — Melanie N — Nestor
O —Oscar P - Patrice
Q — Quintin R - Roger
5—Serge T—Terence
U —Ulrich V — Victor
W —Wilbert X —Xavier

Y — Yannick Z- Zacharie




Aelly  Browncik_

Share the Passion!

At my Middle School, our World Language classes rotate on a trimester
schedule. Ihave each set of students for approximately 30 eighty minute class
periods. In order to make things interesting for my students, as well as myself (©), I
try to do many new activities each rotation. Some things work and I reuse them
each rotation, and some activities don’t work out exactly as I had planned. I reaily
appreciate the feed back that I get from my students. At the end of each rotation, I
ask my students to fill out a questionnaire for my class. They can choose to write
their name or leave it anonymous. I ask them questions that not only help them
gauge their success in my class, but also give me feedback and help me to better plan
for my next rotation of students. In asking what types of activities they liked or
disliked, 1 can really use the questionnaire as a planning tool.

Here is what my questionnaire looks like:

- 1) Oh a sCale of 1-10 (2-lowest and 10-highest), how do you rate Your leve| of success in
this Class?

2.) Please explain why you have given yourself this rating.

3.) What are some strategies that helped you ih this Class? (ex —Vocab flashCards,
Symtalk, Sames, text activities, listening activities, tech projects)

¢.) What are some activities that You ehjoyed in this Class? Be SpecCifict
5.) What are some aCtivities that you disliked in this Class?
Any additional comments/questions/concerns??? Please use the baCk of this paper.

T would like to thahk you for all of your hard work this rotation. I really enjoyed sharing
mYy love of the French lahguage ahd Cuiture with you!
A bientbt et bonne chancel Mile Brauner




Share the Passion

This is a vocabulary game. It can be used to learn new vocabulary or to
practice or review previous vocabulary. Its easy to play, completely
student-made, and fun.

--Allison Renye, 7" Grade French Teacher, Abington Jr. High School

QUICK PICK-UP:

Directions:

1) Have students make flash cards with a picture of the word on one side
and the vocabulary word in L2 on the other. (For the picture side, I let
them choose to use clip art, magazines, or a symbol and write the word in
English if they want to).

2) Students should get into teams of 2 and use only one set of flash cards.

3) Students arrange all cards onto 2 desks with the picture side facing up.
Students can be seated or standing.

4) Teacher (or student) calls out the word in French. (You can vary it by
using a synonym or antonym and students have to choose the match, etc.)

5) Both students scan the pictures and they try to pick the appropriate card
before the other,

6) Student volunteers pronounce the words or you can do a choral repetition
of the word.

**The student with the most cards at the end of the game wins a prize or
extra credit point. o

k"‘"i




fallie. Olsm

J’ai...Qui a...7 (I have...Who has...?)

Materials Needed
teacher-prepared questions '
-at least one index card for each student (I likc to have at Icast 2-3 for each student to make a longer
activity.)

Before the Lesson

Select a topic for review. This activity lends itself especially well to reviewing vocabulary.

On the first index card, write a question for students related to the topic.

On the second card, write the answer to the question on the first card, and write a second question below

it. ' ' -

On the third card, write the answer to the question on card #2, and write a third question below it.

On the fourth card, write the answer to the question on card #3, -- and so on...

"Finally, on the last card, write the answer to the question on the next-to-last card, and then write a new
question. You will then go write the answer to this question on the very first card. This will cause all of
the cards to be one big circle. | _

Note: No two questions can have the same answer. Bach question must have a different answer.

Example (for 5 students):
Topic: Food and drink in French

1* card: I have le jus d’orange. 4% card: I have le fromage.
o Who has an apple? Who has water?
2" card: I have une pomme. 5t Card: T have I"eau.
" Who has grapes? Who has orange juice?
3" card: I have les raisins.

Who has cheese?
' The Game

After the cards are prepared, shuffle the cards and split them up amongst the students. Any student can

start. Or the teacher may keep one card and be the starter and finisher. Whoever starts needs to skip the
answer at the top of his or her card and start by reading the question. All students must pay attention as

the student reads the question because one of them has the answer to that question on his or her card.

The student who has the correct answer reads it aloud. Then that student reads his or her question. The
“student who has the answer to that question reads aloud the answer, then reads the next question -- and
so on. The game continues until the person who started finishes.

I'like to go through this at least twice. The first time is for the students to get an understanding of what
they are doing. Then collect the cards and redistribute them. The second time through can be for a time.

- Depending on the number of cards, you can give the class 5 or so minutes, and if they get through it in
that amount of time, everyone receives a bonus point on their next quiz, or some other type of reward.

I highly recommend getting the cards lamenated so that they last year after year (and shuffle easier)!




Maria Wells, Lower Merion School District
Governor's Institute for World Language Educators, 2008

Hatchi Patchi

This game is a combination of Musical Chairs and Indian Chief.

1.

2.

All students write a list of questions on a sheet of paper
in the target language. |

One student (A) is selected to leave the room with
his/her questions. Student A's chair is pushed in and this
seat is off limits. While outside, Student A practices
his/her written questions quietly to himself/herself.
While student A is outside, another student (B) is
selected to be the Hatchi Patchi. Student A is unaware
of the Hatchi Patchi's Identity.

Student A refurns to the classroom and proceeds to ask -
the questions written on the sheet to the students in the
classroom.

All students respond to the questions, except for
Student B. When student B is asked the question,
he/she shouts, "Hatchi Patchi.”

When "Hatchi Patchi” is announced, all students leave
their seats and must find another seat, including student
A and B,

Since there is one seat missing, the student who does not
have a seat becomes student A who leaves the room and
returns Yo ask his/her series of questions.



“Share the Passion™ Activity:

Mary Praesent

This is not an original idea, but it is definitely a favorite. The purpose is to review
vocabulary. The procedure is as follows:

-Prepare two stacks of index cards in an identical fashion by writing a vocabulary
word or expression in the target language on each card. Shuffle each stack.

-Divide the class in half.

-Distribute all the cards from one stack to students on one side of the room and all

the cards from the second stack to the other side of the room.

- In random order, call out the words from the list of vocabulary.

-The two students who have the equivalent in the target language must raise that
card and call it out in the target language. The first student to perform this wins
a point for the respective team.

Variation: Rather than call out the English equivalent, the teacher may give
carefully constructed clues in the target language.



